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Greenbelt News
For the past 35 years
Rafael Ramirez has tended
the First Neighborhood
Greenbelt. Hired many
years ago by Slade
Industrial Landscapers,
our long time Greenbelt
landscapers, Raffi, as he is known, has
been a fixture. Whether he was on a
tractor cutting grass, testing out and
resetting our sprinklers, or just cruising
by to make sure everything was alright,
Raffi has been the guy.
Raffi decided to retire in January. He
is in his seventies now and felt it was
time to move on. Meanwhile, we are
left to ask, “What do we do now?” How
do we replace someone as invaluable as
he was? This is the guy we called on a
Sunday morning when sprinklers were
running wild and needed to get turned
off. This is the guy who made sure our
rose gardens and butterfly gardens were
properly trimmed and weeded. This is
the guy who kept the grass green, the
sidewalks edged, and the leaves raked up.
Fortunately, Slade Landscape never
lets us down. It is on its third generation
of Slade family members running the
business that started in 1956. Jesse Slade
is in charge of our account and along
with his brother Tyler, they now run the
company. Jesse has been with us for over
15 years and working there for 22 years.
Jesse’s dad Dave took over the company
from his dad Ben in 1973. Slade has been
handling the Greenbelt landscaping since
1979 and of course will continue to do so.
Meanwhile we get it Raffi, thirty-five
years is a long time and you certainly
deserve to put your feet up and enjoy
your retirement years. We just want you
to know how much we appreciate your
hard work and dedication. Thank you,
Raffi. We sure are going to miss you.

Beautiful Home, 4217 Crownfield Court
Newsletters and Board
Meeting Agendas
Please be advised that all current
monthly newsletters and board meeting
agendas are posted on the bulletin board
in front of the Community Center each
month.

City Council Meetings
If you are interested in attending City
Council Meetings, they are scheduled the
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month
at 6:30 p.m. at the City Hall. An agenda
is also available to you the Friday before
each meeting, which you can pick up at
the City Hall. Get involved!

Welcome Neighbors
These new residents have recently moved
into our First Neighborhood and we
welcome them. As new residents and
members of the First Neighborhood
Property Owners Association, you
should call the Community Center
office (818) 889-0632 if you have any
questions regarding your new home or
neighborhood.
Shapiro, 31934 Foxmoor Court

Architectural Committee
Volunteer Needed
The FNPOA is seeking an individual to
work as a volunteer on the Architectural
Committee. This individual would
ideally have experience in most, if not all,
of the following areas and a strong desire
to help his/her community:
• Design
• Landscaping
• Architecture
• Construction
• Home/improvement/remodeling
If you are interested, please call Sharon
at the First Neighborhood Community
Center Office at (818) 889-0632.

Homeowners Meeting
The next scheduled homeowners meeting
is Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 7:00
p.m. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the
meeting will be held on zoom. If you have
any questions or would like to attend via
zoom, please email showard@emmonsco.
net prior to the meeting. All homeowners
are invited to attend.
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The Sheriff’s Department Community Tips
HOME SECURITY Invest In It Now

If you were locked out of your house,
would you still be able to get in? Maybe
you keep an unlocked window in the
back, a hidden key in your mailbox or on
top of a window ledge? You may think
this is a good idea, but guess what? If
you can break in, so can a burglar! One
out of ten homes will be burglarized this
year. For a small amount of time and
money you can make your home more
secure and reduce your chances of being
a victim.
Many burglars will spend no longer
than 60 seconds to try breaking into a
home. Good locks -- and good neighbors
who watch out for each other -- can be
big deterrents to burglars.
Check The Locks
Did you know that in almost half of all
completed residential burglaries, thieves
simply breezed in through unlocked
doors or crawled through unlocked
windows?
Make sure every external door has
a sturdy, well-installed dead bolt lock.
Key-in-the knob locks alone are not
enough.
Sliding glass doors can offer easy
access if they are not properly secured.
You can secure them by installing
commercially available locks or putting a
broomstick or dowel in the inside track
to jam the door. To prevent the door
from being lifted off the track, drill a hole
through the sliding door frame and the
fixed frame. Then insert a pin in the hole.
Lock double-hung windows with key
locks or “pin” windows by drilling a
small hole into a 45 degree angle between
the inner and outer frames, then insert
a nail that can be removed. Secure
basement windows with grills or grates.
Instead of hiding keys around the outside
of your home, give an extra key to a
neighbor you trust.
When you move into a new house or
apartment, re-key the locks.
Check The Doors
A lock on a flimsy door is about as
effective as locking your car door but

leaving the window down.
All outside doors should be metal
or solid wood. If your doors don’t fit
tightly in their frames, install weather
stripping around them. Install a
peephole or wide-angle viewer in all
entry doors so you can see who is outside
without opening the door. Door chains
break easily and don’t keep out intruders.
Check The Outside
Look at your house from the outside.
Make sure you know the following tips:
Thieves hate bright lights. Install
outside lights and keep them on at night.
Keep your yard clean. Prune back
shrubbery so it doesn’t hide doors or
windows. Cut back tree limbs that a
thief could use to climb to an upper-level
window.
HOME SECURITY - Invest In It Now
Clearly display your house number so
police and other emergency vehicles can
find your home quickly.
If you travel, create the illusion
that you’re at home by getting some
timers that will turn lights on and off in
different areas of your house throughout
the evening. Lights burning 24 hours a
day signal an empty house.
Leave shades, blinds, and curtains
in normal positions. And don’t let your
mail or newspapers pile up! Call the
post office and newspaper offices to stop
delivery or have a neighbor collect it.
Make a list of your valuables - VCR’s,
stereos, computers, jewelry. Take photos
of the items, list their serial numbers and
descriptions. Check with law enforcement
about engraving your valuables through
Operation Identification.
Ask local law enforcement for a free
home security survey.
Consider An Alarm
Alarms can be a good investment,
especially if you have many valuables in
your home, or live in an isolated area or
one with a history of break-ins.
Check with several companies before
you buy so you can decide what level
of security fits your needs. Do business
with an established company and check
references before signing a contract.
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Learn how to use your system properly!
Don’t “cry wolf” by setting off false
alarms. People will stop paying attention
and you’ll probably be fined.
Some less expensive options . . . a
sound-detecting socket that plugs into
a light fixture and makes the light flash
when it detects certain noises, motion
sensing outdoor lights that turn on when
someone approaches, or lights with
photo cells that turn on when it’s dark,
and off when it’s light.
Burglars Do More Than Steal
Burglars can commit rapes, robberies,
and assaults if they are surprised by
someone coming home or pick a home
that is occupied.
If something looks questionable -- a
slit screen, a broken window or an open
door -- don’t go in. Call the police from a
neighbor’s house or a public phone.
At night, if you think you hear someone
breaking in, leave safely if you can,
then call police. If you can’t leave, lock
yourself in a room with a phone and call
police. If an intruder is in your room,
pretend you are asleep.
Guns are responsible for many
accidental deaths in the home every year.
Think carefully before buying a gun. If
you do own one, learn how to store it and
use it safely.
Tips Regarding Your Vehicles
Always lock your vehicles. Never keep
any valuables in plain view, I.E., laptops,
cell phones, brief cases, purses, etc. Don’t
leave your garage doors open.
There’s More You Can Do
Join a Neighborhood Watch group. If
one doesn’t exist, you can start one with
help from local law enforcement.
Never leave a message on your
answering machine that indicates you
may be away from home. Rather than
saying, “I’m not at home right now,” say,
“I’m not available right now.”
Work with neighbors and local
government to organize community
clean-ups. The cleaner your
neighborhood, the less attractive it is to
crime.
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Westlake Village
Places of Worship

REFERENCE INFORMATION FOR HOMEOWNERS
First Neighborhood Property Owners Association
Homeowners and Architectural Committee meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of each month
at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center. Your attendance is most welcome at all regular meetings.
The Architectural Committee requests your applications for review and approval of all exterior
modifications to your home or landscaping (reroofing, tree removal, etc.) Newsletter deadline is
the 3rd Monday of each month. Please submit information in person, by phone or mail to the
Community Center.

For Emergencies Or Problems:
St. Jude’s Catholic Church..............(818) 889-1279
Fr. Jim Stehly
32032 Lindero Canyon Rd. - Westlake Village, 91361
St. Paul Lutheran Church,
MO Synod.......................................(818) 889-1620
Matthew Nolte, Pastor
30600 Thousand Oaks Blvd. - Agoura, 91301
Temple Adat Elohim.........................(805) 497-7101
Rabbi Barry Diamond
2420 E. Hillcrest Dr. - Thousand Oaks, 91362
The Church of the Epiphany ............(818) 991-4797
(Episcopal)
Rev. Melissa McCarthy
5450 Churchwood Dr. - Oak Park, 91377
The Calvary Community Church......(818) 991-8040
Shawn Thornton, Pastor
5495 Via Rocas - Westlake Village, 91362
Conejo Valley
Congregational Church ...................(805) 381-0484
Dave Clack, Pastor
750 Erbes Road - Thousand Oaks, 91362
Westminster Presbyterian Church....(818) 889-1491
Rev. David Rohde, Pastor
32111 Watergate Road - Westlake Village, 91361
United Methodist Church
of Westlake Village............................(805) 497-7884
Rev. Walter Dilg, Pastor
1049 Westlake Blvd. - Westlake Village, 91361
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints............................(818) 991-2550
La Venta at Watergate - Westlake Village, 91361

Police (Sheriff)
Fire/paramedics
Animal Control
Gas Leaks
Electrical Power Loss
Broken Water Main
Telephone Repair
Las Virgenes Water Dist.
Vector Control Rodents
Mosquitoes

For General Information:

Community Center Office
Manager - The Emmons Company
City Hall
Health Dept.
LA County Health & Human Service Program

818-889-0632 (8:00 - 12:00 pm, Mon.-Fri.)
805-413-1170 (8:30 am - 5:30 pm, Mon.-Fri.)
818-706-1613
818-880-3409
211

To Report Common Area Problems:

Continuously Running Sprinklers:
On City Property (Cul-de-Sacs, Medians, Park)
818-706-1613 (9 am - 5 pm, Mon.-Fri.)
On First Neighborhood Property (Greenbelts Only) 818-889-0632 (8:00 am-12:00 pm, Mon.-Fri.)
Lights Out On Greenbelt:
Customer Service 1-800-655-4555
Community Center Alarm:
Aid Alert Security 818-991-6002

Board of Directors:

President – Tish Matthews
Vice President – Richard Shin
Treasurer – Craig Heiting
Secretary – James Struyk
Member at Large – Riz Nwosu

Greenbelt Committee:
Robin Hirsch, Chairman
Bruce Gruver
Allisyn Cashdan

Notes

First Church of Christ, Scientist.......(805) 495-3203
305 Conejo School Road - Thousand Oaks, 91362
New Hope Lutheran Church.............(818) 889-8700
Craig Beeker, Pastor
29295 Agoura Road - Agoura Hills, 91301
Temple Etz Chaim............................(805) 497-6891
Rabbi Ari Averbach
1080 Janss Road - Thousand Oaks, 91362

911 (Emergency) or 818-878-1808; 818-991-0522 (fax)
911 (Emergency) or 818-889-1122; 818-889-1626 (business)
818-991-0071
1-800-427-2200
1-800-611-1911
818-251-2100 (Las Virgenes Water Dist.)
611
818-251-2100
626-430-5450
310-915-7370
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Architectural Committee:

Todd Spiegel
Janie McKay
Caroline Raser
Michael Harris

(818) 822-7091
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Minutes of the First Neighborhood Property Owners Association
Board of Directors Meeting • November 12, 2020
Financial / Delinquency Report

The First Neighborhood Property Owners Association Board of Directors assembled
and held its regular meeting on Thursday, November 12, 2020 via zoom.

Pam Zegers presented the financial report. Ms. Zegers reported the total cash on hand
as of October 31, 2020 was $848,179.98. Ms. Zegers stated the 2 CD’s that matured
on 11/9/20 were rolled over into 3-month CD’s. The office computer was also recently
replaced.
Motion – A motion was made by Tish Matthews to approve the October
financials. Motion was seconded Richard Shin and passed unanimously.

Call to Order

President Tony D’Amore called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.
Members Present and
Others Present
Constituting A Quorum
Pam Zegers, The Emmons Company
Tony D’Amore, President
Sharon Howard, The Emmons Company
Richard Shin, Vice President
Robin Hirsch, Greenbelt Committee
Kelly Ray, Treasurer
Todd Spiegel, Architectural Committee
Craig Heiting, Secretary
Scott Perrotty, Safety Committee
Tish Matthews, Member at Large Brad Halpern, Westlake Village Council Member
One homeowner attended through zoom.

Old Business

Craig Heiting reported on the new LINC committee (Linking Internal Neighborhood
Communications.) Mr. Heiting stated the new committee will evaluate, assess and
recommend to the Board a plan to improve communication with the residents using
modern technology. The LINC committee will require the chairman to report monthly
at the Board meetings on how to improve communication. Craig Heiting stated he will
volunteer to be the advisor on the LINC committee.
Motion – A motion was made by Craig Heiting to appoint Riz Nwosu as the LINC
committee chairperson.
Motion was seconded by Richard Shin and passed unanimously.
The Board discussed the Board member qualifications and asked management
to post the guidelines on the First
Neighborhood website.

Greenbelt Report

Robin Hirsch reported on the greenbelts. Mr. Hirsch reported Tom Foster is finishing
up with the greenbelt concrete repairs. Robin Hirsch reported he has been in contact
with the City of Westlake Village regarding the approval to remove two oak trees for
a resident if replacement trees are planted. The Board agreed on having Treescapes
inspect the health of all the greenbelt trees and document the condition of each
tree. The Board also discussed possibly having a tree trimming policy for individual
homeowners but then agreed its up to the homeowner to do research prior to having
their trees trimmed. The Board suggested placing an informational article in the
newsletter regarding the proper trimming of trees.

New Business

Pam Zegers supplied the Board with three proposals for painting the wrought iron
fencing around the perimeter of the neighborhood. After reviewing the proposals Craig
Heiting asked if the vendors could attend a meeting. Tish Matthews suggested the
Board look at the wrought iron including the pool area prior to obtaining bids.
The Board reviewed the Board member replacement draft policy. After a lengthy
discussion, the Board agreed to rework the policy and discuss the issue further
at their next scheduled meeting. The Board also agreed to shorten homeowner
comments during a meeting to a 3-minute limitation.
Pam Zegers presented The Emmons Company contract renewal which includes
a 2% increase starting January 1, 2021.
Motion – A motion was made by Kelly Ray to approve The Emmons Company
contract renewal with a 2% increase starting January 1, 2021. Motion was seconded
by Tony D’Amore and passed unanimously.
Pam Zegers supplied the Board with bids to replace the concrete decking at the
pool. The Board discussed the possibility of also installing bathrooms. Craig Heiting
suggested using an RFP format and invite the top three vendors to the next Board
meeting. Tish Matthews recommended using a consultant who could oversee the
construction. Tony D’Amore suggested looking into the cost and report back at the
next meeting.
Pam Zegers supplied the Board with the new civil code 4741 (a) enacted by AB3182. This new restriction could affect the subleasing of garages. The Board stated
they would like to table this discussion for the January meeting.
Pam Zegers informed the Board of a notice regarding their insurance policy
change which includes an exclusion regarding communicable disease.

Architectural Report

Todd Spiegel reported for the architectural committee. Mr. Spiegel discussed the issue
regarding residents doing exterior work without architectural approval. The committee
would like to see the fining process enforced. Tish Matthews stated the residents
would still have to be called in for a hearing prior to imposing the fine. The Board
agreed to enforce hearing procedures for exterior work being done without approval.
The Board discussed the committee sign off on large construction projects and
adding a sign off box to the application once the construction is completed.
The Board also discussed signs throughout the neighborhood and the need to
send out letters to have the signs removed. All election signs must be removed within
two days after an election. Brad Halpern stated law enforcement is also removing
signs due to the City sign ordinance.
The following applications have been approved by the architectural committee.
Lot#0001
4422 Guildhall Court
Roof
Lot#0091
4531 Coolhaven Court
Garage Door
Lot#0233
31914 Doverwood Court
Window
Lot#0549
4368 Deerpark Court
Windows
Lot#0598
4432 Sevenoaks Court
Tree Removal
Lot#0611
4434 Henley Court
Paint
Lot#0670
4420 Regents Court
Solar

Safety Committee Report

Board Comments

Scott Perrotty reported for the safety committee. Mr. Perrotty stated he is looking for
3 or 4 volunteers who would be interested in serving on the committee. The safety
committee is designed to raise awareness and provide information to residents related
to good safety practices and emergency procedures. The safety committee will meet
monthly via zoom. Craig Heiting asked if management could investigate setting up a
zoom link for the new committees.
Motion: A motion was made by Tony D’Amore to approve up to $160.00 to set
up a zoom membership for the new committees. Motion was seconded by Craig
Heiting and passed unanimously.

Tony D’Amore reported he spoke to Mayor Honig regarding the crossing and safety at
Baronsgate Road and Lindero Canyon. The Board discussed the letter sent to Mayor
Honig and stated an article will be placed in the newsletter informing residents of
the proposed crosswalk. Residents will be encouraged to voice their opinions at the
next City Council meeting scheduled for October 28, 2020. The Board discussed and
agreed with the suggestion from Councilman Halpern regarding adding a sidewalk
from Baronsgate to Agoura Road which would divert pedestrians to cross at the signal
at Agoura Road. Tish Matthews stated she will draft an article to be placed in the
upcoming newsletter.

Approval of Minutes

Motion: A motion was made by Tish Matthews to approve the October 15,
2020 Regular Meeting Minutes. Motion was seconded by Kelly Ray and passed
unanimously.
Motion: A motion was made by Tony D’Amore to approve the October 15, 2020
Executive Session Meeting Minutes for legal. Motion was seconded by Craig Heiting
and passed unanimously.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:53 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon Howard, Recording Secretary
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Sunset Magazine

First Neighborhood POA Safety
Committee Looking for Volunteers

February Checklist
Planting

Annuals. It’s still possible to plant
annuals, especially in mild coastal areas.
Choices include calendula, dianthus,
Iceland poppy, larkspur, nemesia, pansy,
primrose, snapdragon, and stock. Low
desert gardeners can also plant petunias.
Bare-root plants. Bare-root plants are a
bargain, and they’re also fun: Watching
a twiggy stick turn into a leafy plant is always a kick. You have plenty of opportunity to plant this month. Nurseries will
still be well stocked with roses, and they
will also have stone fruit trees, cane berries, grape and kiwi vines, strawberries,
artichokes, and asparagus. Some may
also have deciduous ornamental trees.
Plant immediately if possible. If soil is
too soggy, cover roots with moist soil or
plant temporarily in containers.
Winter Color. In Southern California,
a surprising number of plants bloom in
the middle of winter. To add sparkle to
the garden during this season, consider a
winter-flowering tree such as Acacia baileyana, Hong Kong orchid tree (Baubinia
blakeana), or feathery cassia (Cassia
artemisioides). Tuck a winter-blooming
shrub like Christmas heather (Erica
canaliculata), Geraldton waxflower, or
euryops into the flower border, and add
bergenia, hellebores, or yellow flax (Reinwardita indica) to your perenial beds.
Train flame vine (Pyrostegia venusta) or
Jasminum polyantbum up a trellis. Use
aloes or other flowering succulents as
accents.

Maintenance
Begin dormant-season pruning. Start
with roses. Deciduous fruit trees need
pruning too; plums, apricots, and peaches
each require a different technique. If in
doubt, attend a pruning demonstrstion at
an arboretum or consult a good reference
book before proceeding. Don’t prune
spring-flowering plants now-wait until
after bloom. Also wait for spring before
removing frost-damaged branches. The
damaged portion protects tender interior
growth.

Groom Camellias. If camellia blight
is a problem (petals turn brown and
flowers rot in the center), pick infected
flowers from plants and remove fallen
flowers and leaves promptly from
ground beneath plants.

Pest Control
Apply dormant spray. After pruning,
spray roses and deciduous flowering
and fruit trees with horticultural oil
to smother overwintering insects such
as mites, scale, and sawfly larvae. For
fungal diseases such as peach leaf curl,
mix lime sulfur or fixed copper into the
oil. Spray the branches, crotches, trunk,
and ground beneath the tree’s drip line.
If rain occurs within 48 hours, repeat.

Approved Architectural
Applications
Lot#0036 4500 Sevenoaks Court
Landscape, Pool/Spa
Lot#0337 31820 Langspur Court
Landscape, Pool/Spa, Paint
Lot#0368 31927 Kingspark Court
Remodel, Windows
Lot#0489 31712 Dunraven Court
Solar Power Wall
Lot#0569 4307 Abbington Court
Pool/Spa
Lot#0655 4231 Beaucroft Court
Landscape
Lot#0660 4216 Beaucroft Court
Tree Removel
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The Board continues to seek up to four
resident members to volunteer and join
the newly forming First Neighborhood
Safety Committee. The purpose of the
Safety Committee is to educate, raise
awareness and provide information to the
First Neighborhood residents related to
good safety practices, possible safety issues
and emergency preparedness. The Safety
Committee will meet monthly beginning
in early 2021. These meetings will be open
to the residents and regular meeting times
will be published. The committee will put
together informational events for the residents,
written communication for the newsletter,
report potential safety issues within the First
Neighborhood and conduct other safety related
activities as they deem appropriate. The Chair
or an assigned Committee member will present
an update to the Board at each scheduled
Board meeting. The Board recently appointed
Scott Perrotty, an 18-year resident of First
Neighborhood, to lead the Safety Committee.
Scott is an active 16-year public safety
volunteer for the City including leadership
of the City’s Volunteer Patrol for the past 10
years, service on the city’s Disaster Response
Team for 10 years and is currently Director of
the DRT, and three years of service on the city’s
Public Safety Advisory Board.
No public safety or related experience is
needed to serve on this committee – only a
willingness to help.   Training will be provided
in the meetings and through conduct of the
committee’s activities.   The time commitment
to serve will not be high as some of the
activities can overlap normal life activities,
such as checking areas or noting observations
while out for exercise.   If you would like to
volunteer for the Safety Committee or would
like more information, please contact Sharon
Howard via e-mail at showard@emmonsco.net.
As a kick-off for Safety Committee
activities, we are planning to conduct a Zoom
meeting in the next few weeks.   A meeting
announcement and Zoom information will
be communicated in advance of the meeting.   
Scott will provide a brief high-level overview
of LASD and LA County Fire operations for
our city and the neighborhood, followed by
some safety reminders, and then the meeting
will be open for Q&A, concerns or suggestions
to improve safety.   A link for the meeting will
be provided.   This meeting will be open to all
residents. Please plan to join us on
March 22 at 7:00 pm. and bring
your questions or comments.

First Neighborhood
Property Owners Association
31830 Village Center Road
Westlake Village CA 91361
www.firstneighborhood.org
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First Neighborhood POA LINC Committee Looking for Volunteers
The Board is seeking up to four homeowners to volunteer and join the newly forming
First Neighborhood ‘Linking Internal Neighborhood Communications Procedures and
Guidelines Committee’ (LINC). The purpose of the LINC Committee is to evaluate,
assess and recommend to the Board a plan to improve communications with POA
homeowners using modern technological communications tools available, including
emergency notifications, important updates, POA business, and other important
information dissemination.
The LINC Committee will meet monthly or more as needed. These meetings will be open
to homeowners and regular meeting times will be published. The LINC Committee will
complete a detailed assessment of the communications needs of the First Neighborhood
community. They will then put together a plan to meet those needs through available
communications technology.
The goal of the LINC Committee will be to develop a comprehensive plan
recommendation, complete with costs associated with execution of the plan, to the Board
for consideration, approval, and allocation of funds, if approved. The Committee will then
be tasked with overseeing the implementation of the communications plan, if approved.
The Chair or an assigned Committee member will present an update to the Board at each
scheduled Board meeting. The Board recently appointed Riz Nwosu, a homeowner of
First Neighborhood and professional in the field of emerging technologies, to lead the
LINC Committee. Riz has been working in the information technology sector for over
20 years including leadership roles at numerous Silicon Valley tech companies. He has
also developed technologies that have been provided to the US government and is always
looking for new ways to deliver information smarter and more equitably. If you would
like to volunteer for the LINC Committee or would like more information, please e-mail
us at showard@emmonsco.net.

