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Homeowners Meeting
The Board of Directors meets the third 
Wednesday of each month.  There is 
no meeting scheduled for August. The 
next meeting is Wednesday, September 
20, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the Community 
Center Cardroom. All homeowners are 
invited to attend. 

Summer Camp Farewell
Hi FNDC families!
This summer has flown by faster than I could 
imagine! We’ve had 8 weeks of incredible memo-
ries, awesome field trips, and days filled with 
fun and games! As camp comes to a close, I want 
to extend an invite for all families (even if your 
camper only came for a week), to come to our 
variety show on Friday August 11th, from 6-7pm. 
You’ll get to see skits & lip syncs by the campers, 
watch our slideshow from the summer, and say 
goodbye to your favorite counselors! As always, 
it’s been a blast running FNDC! I hope every-
one’s school year is wonderful and enriching! 
Thank you, for everything! We will see you again 
in June! 
Jenn “Jelly Bean” Kestenbaum

Trash Can Reminder
We are seeing several trash cans being 
brought out earlier than 5:00 p.m. the 
day before trash collection and being left 
out.  It is the homeowners responsibility 
to make sure their cans are out of sight 
by midnight the day of collection and not 
visible from the street.  Remember failure 
to comply could result in a monetary 
penalty.  To preserve the beauty of First 
Neighborhood please bring in your cans.  
Thank You!

Beautiful 
Home 
- 3936 

Trowbridge 
Court

Curb Number Painting
The city had received numerous com-
plaints from residents regarding fliers 
offering to paint new street numbers in 
the City.  The City provides this service 
for free as a function of our Public Works 
Department to all our neighborhoods 
with public streets, and does not allow a 
private company to conduct street num-
ber painting.  If you receive a flyer, please 
do not pay for painting.  The City will be 
conducting that work sometime in the 
next year at no cost to the residents.

For additional information regarding the 
street number painting program, please 
contact the City Engineer, Jessica Arden, 
at 818-706-1613 or via email at jessica@
wlv.org. Please be advised, however, 
Jessica will be out of the office until the 
second week in August to respond to 
inquiries.

Reminder: Weekly Street 
Cleaning
The street cleaner comes every Thurs-
day.  So remember to get your cars off the 
street so the entire neighborhood can be 
cleaned.  Thank you.

FIRST NEIGHBORHOOD’S 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION, 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 9TH, 2017. 

Invitations have been mailed! If you 
haven’t received yours please contact 

the office at (818) - 889-0632. 

We are also still looking for 
volunteers the day of the event so 
if you’re interested please contact 

Sharon Howard at the First 
Neighborhood office. Thank you!

Welcome New Neighbors
These new residents have recently moved 
into our First Neighborhood and we wel-
come them.  As new residents and mem-
bers of the First Neighborhood Property 
Owners Association, you should call the 
Community Center office (818) 889-0632 
if you have any questions regarding your 
new home or neighborhood.

Allison, 4428 Regents Court
David & Carla, 31908 Foxmoor Court
Frank & Lisa, 4301 Baronsgate Court

Salter, 4301 Crownfield Court
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Community Center Calendar of Events
August-September 2017

AUGUST 2017
Saturday 5	 Party	 9:00 a.m.
Saturday 12	 Party	 9:00 a.m.
Sunday 13	 Party	 9:00 a.m.
Saturday 19	 Party	 9:00 a.m.
Sunday 20	 Party	 9:00 a.m.
Thursday 24	 Meeting	 4:00 p.m.
Friday 25	 Party	 9:00 a.m.
Saturday 26	 Party	 9:00 a.m.

SEPTEMBER 2017
Saturday 2	 Party	 9:00 a.m.
Saturday 9	 First Neighborhood 50th Anniversary Party	 3:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Friday 15	 Cotillion	 4:00 p.m.
Saturday 16	 Party	 9:00 a.m.

The Sheriff’s 
Department 
Community Tips
PARENTS: 
ONLINE SAFETY TIPS

Talk with your children about the benefits 
and risks of internet and wireless phone 
use.

Ask your children what they do online, 
what games they play, and what web sites 
they visit.  Make sure they aren’t playing 
violent video games.

Go online with your children.  Have them 
show you what they do online.

Make a list of any web sites you find that 
you think your children will enjoy, and 
share the list with them.

Make a list of any web sites you think are 
inappropriate, and tell your children not 
to visit them or purchase parental control 
software from a commercial vendor.

Agree with your children on rules about 
what they can and cannot do online, 
when they can go on the internet, and 
how long they can stay.
Keep the computer in a central area of the 
house where you can observe your child’s 
behavior.

Agree to a contract for family cell phone 
use with your child.

Ask your children whom they visit online 
and whom they email or text.

Set limits on how many messages or how 
much money children can spend on their 
wireless use each month.

Tell your children never to give out 
personal information, such as their real 
names, school names, or their home or 
school address.

Tell your children never to harass anyone 
online.

they are in trouble because of something 
that happened online, that they can come 
to you for help.  Remember, your children 
may need help, and penalties such as re-
moving the computer or restricting access 
to a wireless device can be counterproduc-
tive.  If your children come to you, listen 
to them and don’t judge them.

Being bullied 
online or in a 
text message is 
serious; make 
sure your 
children know 
they can come 
to you for help 
if this happens 
to them.

Tell your chil-
dren never to 
send a picture 
of someone 
to another 
person by 
email or text 
message with-
out the prior 
permission of 
that person.	
	       
Make sure your children know that if any-
thing online or in a text message makes 
them feel uncomfortable, they can come 
to you and tell you about it.

Make sure your children know that if they 
feel uncomfortable with something they 
receive online or by text message, or that 
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Westlake Village
Places of Worship

St. Jude’s Catholic Church.............. (818) 889-1279
Fr. Jim Stehly
32032 Lindero Canyon Rd. - Westlake Village, 91361

St. Paul Lutheran Church,  
MO Synod....................................... (818) 889-1620
Matthew Nolte, Pastor
30600 Thousand Oaks Blvd. - Agoura, 91301

Temple Adat Elohim......................... (805) 497-7101
Rabbi Andrew Straus
2420 E. Hillcrest Dr. - Thousand Oaks, 91362

The Church of the Epiphany ............ (818) 991-4797
(Episcopal)
Rev. Melissa McCarthy
5450 Churchwood Dr. - Oak Park, 91377

The Calvary Community Church...... (818) 991-8040
Shawn Thornton, Pastor
5495 Via Rocas - Westlake Village, 91362

Conejo Valley 
Congregational Church ................... (805) 381-0484
Dave Clack, Pastor
750 Erbes Road - Thousand Oaks, 91362

Westminster Presbyterian Church.... (818) 889-1491
Rev. Dr. Richard H. Thompson, Pastor
32111 Watergate Road - Westlake Village, 91361

United Methodist Church
of Westlake Village............................ (805) 497-7884
Rev. Dr. Gary Alan Dickey, Pastor
1049 Westlake Blvd. - Westlake Village, 91361

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints............................ (818) 991-2550
La Venta at Watergate - Westlake Village, 91361

First Church of Christian Scientist.... (805) 495-3203
305 Conejo School Road - Thousand Oaks, 91362

New Hope Lutheran Church............. (818) 889-8700
Craig Beeker, Pastor
29295 Agoura Road - Agoura Hills, 91301

Temple Etz Chaim............................ (805) 497-6891
Rabbi Richard Spiegel
1080 Janss Road - Thousand Oaks, 91362

REFERENCE INFORMATION FOR HOMEOWNERS
First Neighborhood Property Owners Association

Homeowners and Architectural Committee meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center.  Your attendance is most welcome at all regular meetings.  
The Architectural Committee requests your applications for review and approval of all exterior 
modifications to your home or landscaping (reroofing, tree removal, etc.) Newsletter deadline is 
the 3rd Monday of each month.  Please submit information in person, by phone or mail to the 
Community Center.

For Emergencies Or Problems:
Police (Sheriff)	 911 (Emergency) or 818-878-1808; 818-991-0522 (fax) 
Fire/paramedics	 911 (Emergency) or 818-889-1122; 818-889-1626 (business)
Animal Control	 818-991-0071
Gas Leaks	 1-800-427-2200
Electrical Power Loss	 1-800-611-1911
Broken Water Main	 818-251-2100 (Las Virgenes Water Dist.)
Telephone Repair	 611
Las Virgenes Water Dist.	 818-251-2100
Vector Control Rodents	 626-430-5450
Mosquitoes	 310-915-7370

For General Information:
Community Center Office	 818-889-0632 (8:30 - 12:30 pm, Mon.-Fri.)
Manager - The Emmons Company	 805-413-1170 (8:30 am - 5:30 pm, Mon.-Fri.)
City Hall	 818-706-1613
Health Dept.	 818-880-3409
LA County Health & Human Service Program	 211

To Report Common Area Problems:
Continuously Running Sprinklers:
On City Property (Cul-de-Sacs, Medians, Park)	 818-706-1613 (9 am - 5 pm, Mon.-Fri.)
On First Neighborhood Property (Greenbelts Only)	 818-889-0632 (8:30 am-12:30 pm, Mon.-Fri.)
Lights Out On Greenbelt:	 Customer Service 1-800-655-4555
Community Center Alarm:	 Aid Alert Security 818-991-6002

Board of Directors:	 Architectural Committee:
Sophie Brown  - President	 Todd Spiegel
Tony D’Amore - Vice President	 Jane Heiting
Kelly Ray - Treasurer	 Janie McKay
Richard Shin - Secretary	 Caroline Raser 
Bill White - Member-At-Large	 Michael Harris
	
Greenbelt Committee:
Robin Hirsch, Chairman	 (818) 822-7091
Bruce Gruver
Allisyn Cashdan

Notes


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Approval of Minutes
MOTION – A motion was made by Kelly Ray to approve the May 17, 2017 Regular 
Minutes.  Motion was seconded by Tony D’Amore and passed unanimously.
	 MOTION – A motion was made by Sophie Brown to approve the May 17, 2017 
Executive Session Minutes, re: hearings.  Motion was seconded by Richard Shin and 
passed unanimously.

Financial / Delinquency Report
Tish Matthews presented the Financial/Delinquency Report.  Ms. Matthews reported 
the total cash on hand as of May 31, 2017 is $733,727.01. The reserve fund total is 
$430,192.47 with $29,000.00 in the special event fund.  All expenses are good year 
to date. 
	 MOTION – A motion was made by Sophie Brown to approve the May Financials.  
Motion was seconded by Bill White and passed unanimously.
Old Business
Sophie Brown reported on the First Neighborhood’s 50th Anniversary Celebration. Ms. 
Brown supplied the Board with a final site plan and discussed the locations and events 
with the Board. Invitations will be mailed out at the end of July. Several donations have 
been sent in.  
	 The Board reviewed two proposals for the Community Center office lighting. After 
reviewing, the Board agreed 
on the BK Electric proposal in the amount of $4,415.00. The Board also required a catalog 
sheet to confirm the products prior to the work being started. 
	 MOTION – A motion was made by Kelly Ray to approve the BK Electric proposal 
for the office lighting in the amount of $4,415.00 with a catalog pages to confirm the 
products. Motion was seconded by Bill White and passed unanimously.
	 The Board discussed a letter received from a homeowner requesting an extension 
to submit their detailed architectural landscape plan which had a deadline. The Board 
agreed to give the residents an extension until November 1, 2017 along with photos.
	 MOTION – A motion was made by Tony D’Amore to approve the homeowner 
extension request for architectural landscaping until November 1, 2017. Motion was 
seconded by Richard Shin and passed unanimously.
	 The Board discussed the architectural appeal regarding work being performed 
without approval and a setback violation for the gazebo. After a lengthy discussion with 
the homeowner the Board agreed to allow the homeowner to keep his gazebo in its 
current location. 
	 MOTION – A motion was made by Kelly Ray to approve the architectural appeal 
regarding the gazebo location.  Motion was seconded by Sophie Brown and passed 
unanimously.
	 The Board also discussed the fence and property line behind the Community 
Center and decided to not take any action at this time. 

Correspondence
The Board discussed a letter from a resident regarding harassment in the greenbelt 
while out walking with their dog. The Board stated the homeowner needs to contact the 
Sheriff’s department.
	 The Board discussed a letter requesting use of the Community Center for a girls 
club at no charge. The Board agreed an application needs to be submitted from the 
non-resident with a fee for use. 
	 The Board also reviewed a request to hire armed security for the neighborhood. 
This would be very costly and would have to be agreed upon by the membership.  No 
action will be taken at this time.

Community Center Applications
	 The following applications for the use of the Community Center were reviewed 
and approved.
Name	 Event	 Date
Non-Resident	 Reception	 08/20/17

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon Howard
Recording Secretary  

The First Neighborhood Property Owners Association Board of Directors assembled 
and held its regular meeting on Wednesday, June 21, 2017 at the First Neighborhood 
Community Center at 31830 Village Center Road.

Call to Order
President Sophie Brown called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 

Members Present and Constituting A Quorum
Sophie Brown, President 
Tony D’Amore, Vice President
Kelly Ray, Treasurer 
Richard Shin, Secretary
Bill White, Member-at-Large 

Others Present
Jenn Kestenbaum, Summer Camp Director
Robin Hirsch, Greenbelt Committee
Todd Spiegel, Architectural Committee
Sharon Howard, Recording Secretary
Tish Matthews, Association Manager

Homeowners Present
There was one homeowner present at the meeting.

Greenbelt Report
Robin Hirsch reported the ash trees in the greenbelt are growing faster than normal 
due to the heavy rains.  Jerry Monahan from Treescapes was called in to assess the 
greenbelt ash trees. Robin Hirsh supplied the Board with a proposal from Treescapes to 
prune 14 hazardous ash trees in the amount of $4,245.00. 
	 MOTION – A motion was made by Kelly Ray to approve the proposal from Tre-
escapes to trim the 14 hazardous Ash trees in the greenbelt in amount of $4,245.00.   
Motion was seconded by Sophie Brown and passed unanimously.
	 Robin Hirsch supplied the Board with a proposal from Treescapes for $761.00 to 
remove and replace a tree on the Watergate greenbelt that has been stressed and shows 
signs of bark beetle activity. Mr. Hirsch also discussed the Memorial tree program and 
the need to increase the price for a 24 inch box to $350.00 per Treescapes request.
	 MOTION – A motion was made by Tony D’Amore to approve the proposal from 
Treescapes to remove and replace the Watergate greenbelt tree in the amount of $761.00.   
Motion was seconded by Richard Shin and passed unanimously.
	 MOTION – A motion was made by Sophie Brown to increase the Memorial tree 
price to $350.00. Motion was seconded by Bill White and passed unanimously.

Summer Camp Report
Jenn Kestenbaum, Summer Camp Director reported several weeks have been closed 
due to meeting the maximum enrollment. So far camp is running smooth with field trips 
being a big success.

Management Report
Tish Matthews updated the Board on the new state law that went into effect January 1, 
2017, Civil Code Section 4041. The owner disclosure statement requires all homeowners 
associations request all owners to provide names and current mailing addresses and 
whether the unit is owner occupied or rented.  This will be done on an annual basis.

Architectural Report
Todd Spiegel reported for the architectural committee. Mr. Spiegel stated the walkthrough 
forms will be ready this week. Applications are continuing to be submitted on a regular 
basis.
	 The following applications have been approved by the architectural committee.
Lot#0011	 4531 Guildhall Court		  Wall
Lot#0141	 320001 Kingspark Court	 Tree Removal, Landscape
Lot#0166	 32045 Grenville Court		 Shutters
Lot#0187	 32018 Royceton Court	 Windows
Lot#0207	 31919 Richgrove Court	 Paint
Lot#0264	 3900 Middlegate Court	 Paint
Lot#0376	 31920 Watergate Court	 Solar
Lot#0646	 4425 Regents Court		  Windows

Minutes of the First Neighborhood Property Owners Association
Board of Directors Meeting • June 21, 2017
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Planting
Cool-Season Annuals. Start seeds of 
calendula, Iceland poppies, nemesia, 
pansies, phlox, snapdragons, stock, and 
sweet peas in flats. (This is often the 
only way to obtain tall stemmed variet-
ies or a large quantity of a single color.) 
By October - prime planting month - the 
seedlings will be ready to transplant into 
the garden.

Final Summer Crops. Coastal inland and 
low-desert gardeners can sow a final crop 
of beans and corn. Coastal gardeners 
can also set out transplants of eggplant, 
peppers, squash, and tomatoes for a fall 
harvest.

South African Bulbs. Freesias, ixia, 
sparaxis, and other South African 
bulbs - the best bulbs for naturalizing 
in Southern California’s low elevations - 
begin appearing in nurseries this month. 
Shop early for best selection and plant 
immediately.

Winter Crops. Coastal, inland, and 
high-desert gardeners can start germinat-
ing cool-season vegetable seeds in flats. 
The seedlings will be ready to transplant 
to the garden in 6 to 8 weeks. Candi-
dates include broccoli, brussels sprouts, 
cabbage, cauliflower, chard, collards, 
kale, lettuce, Oriental greens, peas, and 
spinach. Direct seed beets, carrots, and 
turnips, or start seeds in peat pots and 
transfer plants to the garden, pots and all.

Maintenance
Protect Against Brushfires. Santa 
Ana winds and dead vegetation are an 
inflammatory combination. In fire-prone 
area, begin removing all dead limbs and 
leaves from trees and shrubs, particularly 
those that grow near the house. Keep tall 
grasses and weeds cut down to stubble. 
Clear leaves from gutters, and remove 
woody vegetation growing against 
structures. For more information, contact 

Sunset Magazine
August Checklist

your local fire department for literature 
on firescaping.

Groom Plants. Lightly trim plants that 
have grown tangy or leggy so they’ll have 
time to put out new growth before win-
ter. On perennials, watch for new basal 
growth; cut back spent flower stalks to 
just above this growth to shape plants.
Renew Mulch. It insulates roots, helps 
retain soil moisture, discourages weeds, 
and enriches the soil when it decompos-
es. Apply ground bark or other material 
around plants through out the garden, 
forming a layer 3 to 4 inches deep. Keep 
it away from tree trunks and the crowns 
of plants.

Divide Bearded Irises. Dig up old, 
overgrown clumps of bearded irises, and 
divide the rhizomes with a sharp knife. 
Discard the woody centers. Trim the 
leaves of remaining rhizomes to 6 inches. 
Replant the divisions 1 to 2 feet apart.

Pest Control
Combat Lawn Grubs. Irregular brown 
patches in lawns may be caused by beetle 
larvae, which feed on grass roots. Pull 
up sections of dead turf and examine 
them. If you find grubs, treat lawn with 
parasitic nematodes, following label 
instructions.

Approved Architectural  
Applications
#0045	 4501 Sevenoaks Court 
	 Garage Door
#0071	 4531 Greengate Court		
	 Garage Door
#0131	 32011 Watergate Court	  
	 Paint, Landscape
#0300	 31817 Village Brook Road	  
	 Pool
#0324	 31901 Benchley Court	  
	 Solar
#0452	 4315 Hartfield Court	
	 Landscape
#0643	 4441 Regents Court	  
	 Landscape 

Rental of First Neighborhood 
Community Center 
Do you have a wedding or special party 
coming up this year? This is a reminder 
that as a First Neighborhood resident, 
you’re entitled to rent the Community 
Center for your personal and social 
events and may reserve the facility one 
year prior to your event.  If you would 
like to use the Center and would like 
more information, call Sharon Howard 
at (818) 889-0632 or drop by the office 
Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m. after hours you may leave a message 
on the answering machine and your call 
will be returned the following weekday.
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GREENBELT NEWS

Happy 50th Birthday First Neighborhood! 
As that magical day approaches it’s a great time to ponder the history of our Greenbelt. We guess 
some visionary in the planning department of the original developers had this idea. Why not build 
a few less houses and instead provide the residents with a magical park full of grass, trees, and open 
space. It will give everyone a place to walk their dogs, a safe path for kids to ride bikes, and most 
importantly a reason to get out of the house and say hi to the neighbors.

Well, as they say, the rest is history. Fifty years later our Greenbelt is a true neighborhood gem that 
has fulfilled all of the expectations of those early planners and then some. See those babies in the 
strollers? They are the fourth generation of First Neighborhood residents to walk the paths, listen 
to the rustle of the leaves, and breathe in the sweet air of Westlake Village.

All of this comes with a heavy responsibility. Each generation has carried the mantle proudly and 
now it is our turn to treasure and protect this rare jewel of a neighborhood. So happy birthday First 
Neighborhood. Here’s to the next fifty years and yes we will do what is necessary to insure that 
those little babies can enjoy their life on the Greenbelt as much as we have.


