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Homeowners Meeting 
The next Board meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 18, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the Community Center Cardroom.  
All homeowners are invited to attend. 
Deputy Mike Woodard from the Lost 
Hills Sheriff’s Station will be present to 
answer any questions about crime in the 
area and ways to prevent from being a 
victim.

Welcome Neighbors
These new residents have recently moved 
into our First Neighborhood and we wel-
come them.  As new residents and mem-
bers of the First Neighborhood Property 
Owners Association, you should call the 
Community Center office (818) 889-0632 
if you have any questions regarding your 
new home or neighborhood.

Clifford & Chasey 
4230 Beaucroft Court

FIRST NEIGHBORHOOD’S 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION, 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 9TH, 2017. MARK 
YOUR CALENDARS!

Holiday Reminder
Now that the holidays are over, please be 
sure to remove all Holiday decorations 
and lights. Thank You! 

Looking for Volunteers
We are looking for volunteers to help 
organize our big 50th celebration. We 
need volunteers for marketing, theme & 
entertainment, decorations, reservations, 
equipment & security, food & beverages. 
Anyone interested please contact Sharon 
Howard at the Community Center at 
818-889-0632 or email at showard@
emmonsco.net. Our next Anniversary 
Committee meeting is January 24, 2017 at 
7:30 pm at the Community Center. We 
also encourage you to join the “Residents 
of First Neighborhood” Facebook page. 
Thank you!

CC&R Highlights 
Before proceeding with any alterna-
tion to the outside of your home (front, 
back, or sides), fill out and submit an 
Architectural Request form at least 
four weeks before scheduling the work. 
Remodels may take longer, so plan ahead.  
(The form is available by mail, the First 
Neighborhood website www.firstneigh-
borhood.org, or you can stop by the First 
Neighborhood Office at the Community 
Center.)

Greenbelt News
Hallelujah we finally got some rain. It 
was so nice to wake up a few mornings 
ago and see puddles on the Greenbelt and 
hear the sound of water gurgling through 
the drains. Our trees have really been 
struggling through this drought. The old-
er trees of course are fine. Their deep root 
systems manage to find moisture, but the 
young trees struggle mightily. We had 
to resort to a bi-monthly hand watering 
to keep from losing them through the 
summer. Thanks to a long ago Board led 
by longtime resident Ray Brownfield 
we have access to recycled ag-water so 
actual water is plentiful. Still, there’s 
nothing like rain.
 Hopefully, this weather pattern will 
continue. We have a long way to go to 
end our six-year drought, but we’ll take 
whatever we can get. Sure would be nice 
to have more nights of being lulled to 
sleep by the patter of rain drops. Sure 
feels good to be cozy and warm while 
knowing that our Greenbelt is getting 
what it needs to stay resplendent in its 
emerald glory come springtime.
 Wishing all in First Neighborhood 
a happy, healthy, and prosperous New 
Year.

Beautiful Home - 4514 Guildhall Court
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Community Center Calendar of Events
January - February 2017

JANUARY 2017
Tuesday 3 Girl Scouts 2:30 p.m.

Thursday 5 Girl Scouts 2:30 p.m.

Friday 6  Cotillion 4:00 p.m.

Saturday 7  Party 9:00 a.m.

Tuesday 10  Girl Scouts 2:30 p.m.

Thursday 17  Girl Scouts 2:30 p.m.

Wednesday 18  First Neighborhood POA/Architectural Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Thursday 19  Girl Scouts 2:30 p.m.

Saturday 21  Party 9:00 a.m.

Tuesday 24  Girl Scouts 2:30 p.m.

Saturday 28  Party 9:00 a.m.

FEBRUARY 2017
Thursday 2  Girl Scouts 2:30 p.m.

Friday 3  Cotillion 4:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8  NCL 9:00 a.m.

Tuesday 14  Girl Scouts 2:30 p.m.

Wednesday 15  First neighborhood POA/Architectural Meeting 7:00 p.m.

The Sheriff’s 
Department 
Community Tips
WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE 
STOPPED BY A DEPUTY 
SHERIFF
Being stopped by a deputy sheriff can be uncom-
fortable. Deputies share your feelings.  More than 
half of all California peace officers killed in the 
line of duty were conducting pedestrian or traffic 
stops.  Our biggest concern is safety, yours and 
ours. The information herein will help everyone 
get home safely.

Why Deputies Conduct Stops
• Public safety is the primary reason for 

any stop, for example: 
• Did you commit a traffic violation? 

ran a red light, expired registration tags
• Do you match the description of some-

one wanted for a crime? 
assault, theft, homicide

• Was your vehicle or one like it used to 
commit a crime?

 drive-by shooting, arson, kidnapping 
Is your vehicle safe?  
broken taillight, cracked windshield

• Did you witness a crime? 
robbery, shooting, burglary

• Do you need help?

What You Need To Know
• Red lights and/or a siren means pull 

over to the right where it is safe and  
where you will not block traffic.

• If it is dark, the deputy will use a bright 
spotlight or flashlight to illuminate  
you or your car.

• California law requires all drivers to 
show their license, registration, and  
insurance card to a peace officer upon 
request.

• The United States Supreme Court 
states it is reasonable and legal for a 
deputy to ask you and your passengers 
to exit the car.

• According to State law, if you refuse to 
sign a citation, you may be arrested

What You Should Do
• Remain in your vehicle and follow the 

deputy’s instructions.

• Keep your hands where the deputy can 
see them. 

• Avoid any sudden movements, and 
do not reach for your license or other 
items until the deputy requests them. 

• Ask any passengers in your car to 
remain calm and comply with the 
deputy’s instructions. 

• Sign the citation if you receive one (this 
does not mean you are guilty; it is just 
your promise to appear in court at a 
later time).

What You Can Expect
• Deputies are trained to be courteous 

and professional when they contact 
you. 

• When it is safe or practical to do so, 
the deputy will provide you with his/
her name upon request.

• Deputies who are not in uniform will 
also present proper identification upon 
request. 

• Within a reasonable amount of time, 
the deputy will explain why you were 
stopped. 

• If you are disabled or ill, the deputy 
will assist you. 

Talk To Us
• The Watch Commander at any Sheriff’s 

Station or facility is available to answer 
your questions regarding procedures, 
citations, or traffic stops.

• You can contact us in person or by 
mail, and you do not have to use a spe-
cial form. The Watch Commander will 
complete a Service Comment Report to 
document your complaint or commen-
dation.

• Watch Commanders may discuss a 
deputy’s conduct, but cannot adjudi-
cate citations. Only a judge has that 
authority.

• If you choose to report your concerns 
by phone, you may contact the station 
Watch Commanders individually or 
you may dial 1-800-698-TALK.
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Westlake Village
Places of Worship

St. Jude’s Catholic Church ............. (818) 889-1279
Fr. Jim Stehly
32032 Lindero Canyon Rd. - Westlake Village, 91361

St. Paul Lutheran Church,  
MO Synod ...................................... (818) 889-1620
Matthew Nolte, Pastor
30600 Thousand Oaks Blvd. - Agoura, 91301

Temple Adat Elohim ........................ (805) 497-7101
Rabbi Andrew Straus
2420 E. Hillcrest Dr. - Thousand Oaks, 91362

The Church of the Epiphany  ........... (818) 991-4797
(Episcopal)
Rev. Melissa McCarthy
5450 Churchwood Dr. - Oak Park, 91377

The Calvary Community Church ..... (818) 991-8040
Shawn Thornton, Pastor
5495 Via Rocas - Westlake Village, 91362

Conejo Valley 
Congregational Church  .................. (805) 381-0484
Dave Clack, Pastor
750 Erbes Road - Thousand Oaks, 91362

Westminster Presbyterian Church ... (818) 889-1491
Rev. Dr. Richard H. Thompson, Pastor
32111 Watergate Road - Westlake Village, 91361

United Methodist Church
of Westlake Village ........................... (805) 497-7884
Rev. Dr. Gary Alan Dickey, Pastor
1049 Westlake Blvd. - Westlake Village, 91361

Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints............................ (818) 991-2550
La Venta at Watergate - Westlake Village, 91361

First Church of Christian Scientist ... (805) 495-3203
305 Conejo School Road - Thousand Oaks, 91362

New Hope Lutheran Church ............ (818) 889-8700
Craig Beeker, Pastor
29295 Agoura Road - Agoura Hills, 91301

Temple Etz Chaim ........................... (805) 497-6891
Rabbi Richard Spiegel
1080 Janss Road - Thousand Oaks, 91362

REFERENCE INFORMATION FOR HOMEOWNERS
First Neighborhood Property Owners Association

Homeowners and Architectural Committee meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Community Center.  Your attendance is most welcome at all regular meetings.  
The Architectural Committee requests your applications for review and approval of all exterior 
modifications to your home or landscaping (reroofing, tree removal, etc.) Newsletter deadline is 
the 3rd Monday of each month.  Please submit information in person, by phone or mail to the 
Community Center.

For Emergencies Or Problems:
Police (Sheriff) 911 (Emergency) or 818-878-1808; 818-991-0522 (fax) 
Fire/paramedics 911 (Emergency) or 818-889-1122; 818-889-1626 (business)
Animal Control 818-991-0071
Gas Leaks 1-800-427-2200
Electrical Power Loss 1-800-611-1911
Broken Water Main 818-251-2100 (Las Virgenes Water Dist.)
Telephone Repair 611
Las Virgenes Water Dist. 818-251-2100
Vector Control Rodents 626-430-5450
Mosquitoes 310-915-7370

For General Information:
Community Center Office 818-889-0632 (8:30 - 12:30 pm, Mon.-Fri.)
Manager - The Emmons Company 805-413-1170 (8:30 am - 5:30 pm, Mon.-Fri.)
City Hall 818-706-1613
Health Dept. 818-880-3409
LA County Health & Human Service Program 211

To Report Common Area Problems:
Continuously Running Sprinklers:
On City Property (Cul-de-Sacs, Medians, Park) 818-706-1613 (9 am - 5 pm, Mon.-Fri.)
On First Neighborhood Property (Greenbelts Only) 818-889-0632 (8:30 am-12:30 pm, Mon.-Fri.)
Lights Out On Greenbelt: Customer Service 1-800-655-4555
Community Center Alarm: Aid Alert Security 818-991-6002

Board of Directors: Architectural Committee:
Sophie Brown  - President Todd Spiegel
Tony D’Amore - Vice President Jane Heiting
Kelly Ray - Treasurer Janie McKay
Richard Shin - Secretary Caroline Raser 
Bill White - Member-At-Large Michael Harris
 
Greenbelt Committee:
Robin Hirsch, Chairman (818) 822-7091
Bruce Gruver
Allisyn Cashdan

Notes





First Neighborhood News - January 2017

4

Financial / Delinquency Report
Tish Matthews presented the Financial/Delinquency Report.  Ms. Matthews reported 
the total cash on hand as of September 30, 2016 is $632,694.92. The reserve fund 
total is $462,806.20 with $27,000 accrued for the next anniversary party.  Currently 
income is over budget due to summer camp. All expenses are under budget except 
water which is over budget due to greenbelt watering.
 MOTION – A motion was made by Sophie Brown to approve the September 
Financials.  Motion was seconded by Bill White and passed unanimously.

Old Business
Sophie Brown reported on the First Neighborhood 50th Anniversary Celebration. 
Ms. Brown reported the first volunteer meeting was held Wednesday, October 
5th in which three volunteers attended. The committee discussed sending out a 
postcard to the residents regarding the event. Ms. Brown discussed the need for a 
graphic designer.  The committee agreed on the logo would be what was used on 
the greenbelt sidewalk plaques. The next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, October 
26th at 7:00 pm at the Community Center.
 The Board discussed the parking on the islands and cul-de-sacs. After a lengthy 
discussion the Board asked management to contact Mark Wessel, Westlake Village 
Traffic Engineer with their suggestions. The first request was regarding the island 
near the West Park condos. The Board agreed on painting the curb red unless the 
City feels signs are needed. The second request was to paint the curb red on the 
island across from the White Oak Elementary entrance. Currently the north side of 
the curb which faces White Oak Elementary is painted red. 
 The Board agreed to include the Wolsey gate to Freedom Square in their meeting 
with the property owners of the Westlake Village Inn. 
 The Board reviewed two proposals to upgrade the screen and projector for the 
Community Center. The Board agreed on the proposal from Wilshire Media Systems.  
 MOTION – A motion was made by Tony D’Amore to approve the Wilshire Media 
Systems proposal in the amount of $6,747.46.  Motion was seconded by Bill White 
and passed unanimously.

New Business
Tish Matthews presented the 2016-2017 insurance proposal from LaBarre/Oksnee 
Insurance Agency. Currently the rates have not increased. 
 MOTION – A motion was made by Sophie Brown to approve the 2016-2017 
insurance renewal from LaBarre/Oksnee for $30,731.  Motion was seconded by 
Rich Shin and passed unanimously.
 Tish Matthews supplied the Board with a proposal from Slade Industrial Land-
scaping for a 4.00% increase which will take effect January 1, 2017. 
 MOTION – A motion was made by Bill White to approve the Slade Industrial 
Landscaping increase of 4.00% effective January 1, 2017.  Motion was seconded 
by Kelly Ray and passed unanimously. 
 The Board reviewed a proposal from Aid Alert Security to upgrade four existing 
cameras at the Community Center in the amount $1,795.00.
 MOTION – A motion was made by Kelly Ray to approve the Aid Alert Security 
proposal in the amount of $1,795.00.  Motion was seconded by Tony D’Amore 
and passed unanimously.
 Tish Matthews also presented the proposed budget for 2017 and asked the 
Board to review. The beautification grant funds have been added.  The anniversary 
party line item also needs to be added. 

Correspondence
The Board discussed a letter received from the Westlake Village Inn regarding ad-
vertising in the monthly newsletter for a free yoga class once a month. The Board 
agreed the Westlake Village Inn could do a mailer to residents on their own.  The 
First Neighborhood Newsletter is not for local advertising. 
 The Board also discussed a request from a resident to post the results and 
actions in the open meeting minutes regarding disciplinary hearings. The Board 
discussed and agreed on a modification to the current verbiage.  

Community Center Applications
The following applications for the use of the Community Center were reviewed 
and approved.

Name Event Date  Name Event Date
Non-Resident Party 11/10/16 Resident Party 03/11/17
Non-Resident Party 12/16/16 Resident Party 05/13/17
    Resident Party 09/16/17

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Sharon Howard, Recording Secretary 

The First Neighborhood Property Owners Association Board of Directors assembled 
and held its regular meeting on Wednesday, October 19, 2016 at the First Neighbor-
hood Community Center at 31830 Village Center Road.

Call to Order
President Sophie Brown called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

Members Present and  Others Present 
Constituting A Quorum Scott Wolfe, Westlake Village City Planner
Sophie Brown, President  Robin Hirsch, Greenbelt Committee
Tony D’Amore, Vice President Sharon Howard, Recording Secretary
Kelly Ray, Treasurer Tish Matthews, Association Manager
Richard Shin, Secretary
Bill White, Member-at-Large 

Homeowners Present
There were ten homeowners present at the meeting.

Homeowner Comments
Several homeowners were present at the meeting to discuss with the Board the 
excessive noise coming from the Westlake Village Inn properties. A resident stated 
the amplified music has interfered with her family’s way of living. The homeowner 
asked for the Board’s support and the possibility of forming a sub-committee.  
The Board agreed to set up a meeting with the residents, a Board member, the 
Westlake Village Inn manager and Scott Wolfe or other city representative to see if 
a solution could be reached. 
 A few residents expressed their enjoyment of the property and felt a meeting 
with the property owners could help. The homeowners and the Board also discussed 
the proposed expansion to install a spa/salon with additional guest rooms and the 
impact it may make on the neighborhood. 

Scott Wolfe, Westlake Village City Planner
Scott Wolfe was present at the meeting to answer any questions the Board may 
have regarding the notice for a public hearing to consider an application from the 
Westlake Village Inn properties. The project proposed is 23,050 square feet for an 
additional spa/salon and guest rooms. Mr. Wolfe explained the application process. 
A resident discussed the ongoing noise coming from Stonehaus and her many calls 
to the sheriff. Scott Wolfe stated calling the sheriff is the first step and encouraged 
other residents with noise complaints to do the same. 
The hearing for the Westlake Village Inn has been rescheduled and a 10 day notice 
will be sent out prior to the hearing. The Board thanked Scott Wolfe for attending 
the meeting.

Greenbelt Report
Robin Hirsch reported on the greenbelts. Mr. Hirsch reported he has contacted Tom 
Foster Construction regarding the saw cutting of the concrete in the greenbelt near 
the Westpark condos. Tom Foster confirmed the saw cutting should help with the 
draining and puddling in that area and has done similar work.
 Robin Hirsch also reported on an email received from a resident regarding the 
LA School For Dogs and their use of the greenbelts. Mr. Hirsch and Sophie Brown 
stated they will get together with the LA School For Dogs owner and discuss other 
areas for training.  
 MOTION – A motion was made by Kelly Ray to approve the saw cutting of 
the greenbelt walkway near the Westpark condos to improve the drainage.  Motion 
was seconded by Tony D’Amore and passed unanimously.

Architectural Report
No report from the architectural committee.

The following applications have been approved by the architectural committee:
Lot#0015 4501 Guildhall Court Patio Replacement
Lot#0125 32028 Foxmoor Court Remodel
Lot#0283 31741 Kentfield Court Driveway
Lot#0430 4400 Beaconsfield Court Landscape/Paint
Lot#0457 31766 Village School Remodel

Approval of Minutes
MOTION – A motion was made by Kelly Ray to approve the September 21, 2016 
Regular Minutes.  Motion was seconded by Bill White and passed unanimously.
 MOTION – A motion was made by Sophie Brown to approve the September 
21, 2016 Executive Meeting Minutes for personnel matters and a hearing where a 
fine was levied.  Motion was seconded by Rich Shin and passed unanimously.

Minutes of the First Neighborhood Property Owners Association
Board of Directors Meeting • October 19, 2016
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Planting
 
Annuals.   It’s still possible to plant 
annuals, especially in mild coastal areas.  
Choices include calendula, dianthus, 
Iceland poppy, larkspur, nemesia, pansy, 
primrose, snapdragon, and stock.  Low 
desert gardeners can also plant petunias.
 
Bare-root plants.   Bare-root plants are a 
bargain, and they’re also fun:  Watching 
a twiggy stick turn into a leafy plant is al-
ways a kick.  You have plenty of opportu-
nity to plant this month.  Nurseries will 
still be well stocked with roses, and they 
will also have stone fruit trees, cane ber-
ries, grape and kiwi vines, strawberries, 
artichokes, and asparagus.  Some may 
also have deciduous ornamental trees.  
Plant immediately if possible.  If soil is 
too soggy, cover roots with moist soil or 
plant temporarily in containers.
 
Winter Color.   In Southern California, 
a surprising number of plants bloom in 
the middle of winter.  To add sparkle to 
the garden during this season, consider a 
winter-flowering tree such as Acacia bai-
leyana, Hong Kong orchid tree (Baubinia 
blakeana), or feathery cassia (Cassia 
artemisioides).  Tuck a winter-blooming 
shrub like Christmas heather (Erica 
canaliculata), Geraldton waxflower, or 
euryops into the flower border, and add 
bergenia, hellebores, or yellow flax (Re-
inwardita indica) to your perenial beds.  
Train flame vine (Pyrostegia venusta) or 
Jasminum polyantbum up a trellis.  Use 
aloes or other flowering succulents as 
accents.
 

Maintenance
 
Begin dormant-season pruning.   Start 
with roses.  Deciduous fruit trees need 
pruning too; plums, apricots, and peaches 
each require a different technique.  If in 
doubt, attend a pruning demonstrstion at 

Sunset Magazine
January Checklist

an arboretum or consult a good reference 
book before proceeding.  Don’t prune 
spring-flowering plants now-wait until 
after bloom.  Also wait for spring before 
removing frost-damaged branches.  The 
damaged portion protects tender interior 
growth.
 
Groom Camellias.   If camellia blight 
is a problem (petals turn brown and 
flowers rot in the center), pick infected 
flowers from plants and remove fallen 
flowers and leaves promptly from ground 
beneath plants.
 

Pest Control
 
Apply dormant spray.   After pruning, 
spray roses and deciduous flowering 
and fruit trees with horticultural oil 
to smother overwintering insects such 
as mites, scale, and sawfly larvae.  For 
fungal diseases such as peach leaf curl, 
mix lime sulfur or fixed copper into the 
oil. Spray the branches, crotches, trunk, 
and ground beneath the tree’s drip line.  
If rain occurs within 48 hours, repeat.
 

 

City Council Meetings 
If you are interested in attending City 
Council Meetings, they are scheduled the 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. at the City Hall.  An agenda 
is also available to you the Friday before 
each meeting, which you can pick up at 
the City Hall. Get involved!

Approved Architectural 
Applications
#0043 4517 Sevenoaks Court  
  Solar Panels, Gas Line
#0107 4565 Wolsey Court  
  Fence
#0136 32033 Kingspark Court  
  Landscape, Paint
#0238 3921 Trowbridge Court  
  Landscape, Playset
#0286 31759 Kentfield Court 
  Hardscape, Tree Removal
#0330 31948 Lyndbrook Court 
  Landscape
#0341 31817 Langspur Court 
  Landscape
#0443 4415 Yorkfield Court  
  Gate
#0526 4217 Sevenoaks Court  
  Solar Panels, Roof
#0666 4322 Beaucroft Court  
  Tree Removal

Rental of First Neighborhood 
Community Center  
Do you have a wedding or special party 
coming up this year?  This is a reminder 
that as a First Neighborhood resident, 
you’re entitled to rent the Community 
Center for your personal and social 
events and may reserve the facility one 
year prior to your event.   If you would 
like to use the Center and would like 
more information call Sharon Howard 
at (818) 889-0632 or drop by the office 
Monday-Friday from 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m. after hours you may leave a message 
on the answering machine and your call 
will be returned the following weekday.
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